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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Marine Inquiry 

Written submission from Ardrossan & District Sea Angling Club 

Are the objectives for the establishment of the Scottish Marine Regions still 
appropriate? 

Yes. 

How effective has the approach to establishing Marine Planning Partnerships 
been in practice? 

Approach is effective as it is getting the message out to the community triggering 
awareness of Marine Planning. Hopefully progress will be seen in the future as we are 
at the very early stages of the implementation. Barriers and constraint are if local 
people who have interest in the marine environment are not consulted.  

What progress has been made in the development and implementation of 
Regional Marine Plans and what are the objectives and priorities for the next 5-
10 years? 

Progress has been good as more local stakeholders are getting involved in the 
Regional Marine Plans. We are at a very early stage of the development of the marine 
plans so objectives and priorities may be increased and adjusted as more local people 
are being involved. 

Is the system of marine planning sufficiently integrated with the terrestrial 
planning system? 

This is up to the local council and the government. 

What is required to deliver an effective Marine Planning system under Part 3 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010? 

To deliver an effective system you need to educate local people about The Marine 
Plans. Leaflets, videos, public exhibitions, presentations, and visits to local schools 
etc. would be required. The National Marine Plan is capable of delivering sustainable 
development if the funding and opportunity to implement the objectives and priorities 
of the plan are there. 

What funding and support is available for the development of RMPs? 

Hopefully this will come from public funds. 

What duties/requirements are there on local authorities to develop and 
implement RMPs? 

Local Authorities should have representatives to deliver educational programmes to 
develop and implement the RMPs.  
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Is there sufficient marine planning expertise in all Local Authorities for 
development of RMPs? 

The development can be assured with input from local stakeholders with a various 
range of expertise, statuary organisations and any organisation or individual involved 
in a development or activity in the coastal zone and marine area. Local authorities 
have the sufficient marine planning expertise to implement the Regional Marine Plans, 
if it is backed by the Government giving them the appropriate funding and 
infrastructure required to deliver the RMPs. An example of mistakes in the past in 
Ayrshire. The local council in Saltcoats used to licence fishing or pleasure boat hires 
and other local council were required to do this for safety reasons. North Ayrshire 
Council at present do not provide licences for small craft to hire and are unlikely to do 
so as there is no demand now probably due to the decline in the fish stocks in the Firth 
of Clyde. Possibly due to having to provide facilities to see that boats are seaworthy. 
There are no hire boats in Saltcoats now. There is a similar story with other seaside 
towns. The number of visitors and holidaymakers has also declined as this had been 
a popular pastime. If correct infrastructure and funding had been provided to the local 
authority at that time, they would have been able to support the local boat owners so 
pleasure boat hire’s may not have been lost. 


